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 For this conference, we invite researchers, professionals and end-users to think about 
reproduction in terms of stratifications, hierarchies and reproductive justice. We believe 
reproductive justice to be an increasingly necessary perspective in a world of growing 
inequalities and threatened solidarities. 
 The XI AFIN International Conference will focus on various aspects related to 
reproductive justice today. Reproduction is increasingly biomedicalized and involves 
transnational relations, finance, commerce, organization and social hierarchies, human 
relations, moral and experiential life, and even the industrialization of human life itself 
(Thompson 2011).  
 The Spanish case is a good example of these tendencies, as shown in AFIN 
Research Group’s work since 2004 (Marre & Briggs 2009; Fonseca, Marre, San Román & 
Guerra 2018, among others)1. In the 1970s, Spain had one of the highest fertility rates in the 
world, attracting adoptive families from throughout Europe and the rest of world. In contrast, 
since the mid-1990s Spain has had one of the world’s lowest birth rates, was second in the 
world in the number of transnational adoptions in 2014, the number-one country in Europe 
and third in the world in using assisted reproductive cycles since 2016, as well as the top 
European provider of female oocytes. These changes in recent decades have transformed 
Spain into a global hub for reproductive travels from around the world.  
 Thus, it seems urgent, as proposed by scholarship in the field of reproductive justice 
to ask ourselves the basic questions inherent to reproductive justice (Luna & Luker 2013, 
Ros & Solinger 2017, see also Marre & Briggs 2009, Smietana, Thompson & Twine 2018, 
Franklin 2011). As evidenced by studies on reproductive justice, some people have more 
rights and decision-making ability than others, depending on the groups to which they belong 
(De Zordo & Marchesi 2014 [2012], Rudrappa 2015, Twine 2015, Puar 2007). Non-
heterosexual and single people are often left with the option of travelling across borders to 
have access to adoption or ARTs that are locally forbidden to them. Heterosexual women 
and couples also travel across borders, not only to seek access to ARTs, but also to seek 
access to abortion care. Gamete donors and surrogates who help others make families may 
be doing it at high a cost or without proper support. Who can take reproductive decisions and 
has support for creating families, and who is disadvantaged in this process? How can 
solidarities be built for reproductive justice? 
 In order to analyse these urgent questions, we invite research and practice 
professionals, activists, end-users and families to participate in the XI Congreso Internacional 
AFIN, to be held at the University of Granada on 4, 5 and 6 September 2019. To that end, we 
also invite submissions from those who have not as yet focused their work on reproductive 
justice or stratified reproduction, but who have been working in the field of reproduction and 
believe they can provide unique insights.  
                                                        
1 For a detailed list of scientific publications and AFIN Magazine, see http://grupsderecerca.uab.cat/afin/content/publicaciones 
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Individual communications will be organized in the following seven topic areas, which 
will be programmed along with plenary sessions given by invited keynote speakers: 

 
1. Origins, Revelations, Anonymity, Secrets 
2. (In)mobilities and Borders  
3. Justice, Stratifications and Intersections  
4. Queer Kinships, Solidarities and Affinities 
5. Environments, Populations, Species, Ecologies  
6. Labors, Intimacies, Care 
7. Health, Medicine, Science, Technology  
 
Important Dates:   
 
-‐ Abstract submission deadline: 30 April 2019.  
-‐ Abstract admission responses: 13 May 2019. 
-‐ Early bird registration (130 euros): 14 May  to 14 July. 
-‐ General inscription (150 euros): 15 to 31 July. 


